
Assistant Fire Chief Kevin Ester Day 
Presented by Councilmember Chris Cate

December 9, 2020

WHEREAS, Assistant Chief Kevin Ester has served the citizens and visitors of San Diego for 33 years with the San Diego Fire-
Rescue Department (SDFD); AND 

WHEREAS, Assistant Chief Kevin Ester began his SDFD career in 1985 as a fire cadet and progressed through the ranks as a 
Firefighter, Engineer, Captain, and Battalion Chief. Assistant Chief Ester served as Deputy Chief of Logistics before being 
appointed as Assistant Chief of Business Operations; AND

WHEREAS, these assignments and years of experience prepared Assistant Chief Kevin Ester to also serve as Interim Fire Chief 
during a challenging period of time for the department. Through his many accomplishments, creative approach, and leadership, 
Chief Ester is directly responsible for many advancements in the Fire-Rescue Department that have propelled SDFD as a leader 
in fire service; AND

WHEREAS, Assistant Chief Kevin Ester is known as an innovative leader and consummate team player with the establishment 
of many new programs, such as apparatus design standards, development of the Employee Services Division, and standardized 
fire station design. These, and others like them, have put SDFD far ahead of other agencies; AND 

WHEREAS, Assistant Chief Kevin Ester embraced leadership training and development, and invested in establishing basic and 
advanced training for current and upcoming leaders in the department. Training, such as leader development, also included 
interpersonal and conflict resolution training that prepared leaders to deal with real life leadership challenges in the workplace; 
AND

WHEREAS, Assistant Chief Kevin Ester is solely responsible for the state-of-the art fire apparatus currently in use at SDFD. A 
lifetime passion for improving and innovating operational, functional, and safety components of all SDFD apparatus, has made 
his design a sought-after industry standard use by fire departments across the country; AND

WHEREAS, Assistant Chief Kevin Ester proudly represented SDFD throughout his career by his commitment to ensuring public 
safety, developing groundbreaking technology, and through his innovative thinking. He is a role model to all those serving under 
his command and his influence will be apparent for many years to come; NOW, THEREFORE,

BE IT PROCLAIMED, that this Council, for and on behalf of the people of San Diego, does hereby proclaim December 9, 2020 to 
be “Assistant Fire Chief Kevin Ester Day” in the City of San Diego.
 


